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Ultimately of course, that will have to be
decided by the Bosnian people themselves.
But they cannot have the opportunity to have
peace take hold without American leader-
ship. I believe our Nation has already made
the difference between war and peace there.
Now, I believe only the United States can
make the difference between whether the
peace takes hold, because the actions of all
of our allies depend upon our working to-
gether.

I hope that the Members of Congress will
recognize that fundamental truth as they
consider support for our troops and for the
mission of peace in Bosnia. We have an obli-
gation as we make this decision to remember
that Bosnia’s war involved a lot of innocent
people. Snipers and shells turn schoolyards
into graveyards. There were terrified faces
of women and girls who were raped as an
instrument of war. There were skeletal pris-
oners behind barbed wire fences in what can
only be called concentration camps. There
were defenseless men who were shot down
into mass graves.

Now we have a chance to end all that and
to give Bosnia a chance at a better future.
I think we should also not forget that the
situation there has not always been hopeless;
that’s another thing I think that has colored
this debate. The fact is that for generations,
Bosnia was a place where people of different
traditions and faiths could, and did, live side
by side in peace. Its people were joined by
marriage, by language, by culture.

One of the most heartbreaking things to
me is to see refugees from Bosnia in our own
country who comprise families that have Cro-
atian and Serbian and Muslim roots within
one family, being driven out of their country.
We now can give that country a future back
again, and I hope the Congress will vote to
do it, and I believe America must lead the
way in doing it. And I thank you, Elie Wiesel,
for being a conscience of this terrible conflict
for the last 4 years.

Q. What do you think the chances are of
getting support in Congress?

The President. I don’t know. We’re work-
ing hard. We had another—I had another
long meeting yesterday with the Members
of the Senate. And I understand there’s going
to be a vote—there are a series of votes there

sometime today. Then I think the House will
have to determine what to do based on what
the Senate does. That’s—my instinct is that
they have not—it’s not clear to me where
it’s going, but we have worked very hard, and
we will continue to work hard. And in the
end I just can’t believe that Congress won’t
support our troops in this mission. That’s
what I think will happen.

Q. Mr. President, when you sit down with
the three Balkan leaders tomorrow, you will
come to them as the leader of a nation that
is divided about whether to support them.
What will you tell them?

The President. Well, if they’re concerned
about that, I will tell them that our people
have always had a reluctance to send our
young people in uniform overseas—that goes
back throughout our entire history—and that
on the whole that has been a healthy thing,
because we have not been—we have not
been a country that has sought the gains of
empire. We have not been a country that has
sought to tell other people how they must
live their lives, but that we are fundamentally
a good people and when we understand our
duty, historically, we nearly always do it.
That’s what I’ll—thank you.

Federal Budget
Q. What do you think of the Republicans

thinking you shouldn’t go, and you should
work on the budget?

The President. We will be working on the
budget.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:40 a.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House.

Proclamation 6858—Wright
Brothers Day, 1995
December 13, 1995

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Ninety-two years ago, Orville Wright

manned the first sustained and controlled,
machine-powered flight in an airplane he de-
signed and built with his brother Wilbur.
This extraordinary journey, though only 12
seconds long, was the first great achievement
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of a partnership that revolutionized aviation
and made remarkable contributions to aero-
dynamics, mechanical engineering, and prac-
tical flight techniques. The Wright brothers’
pioneering efforts remain enduring examples
of American ingenuity and perseverance.

Today, the United States aviation industry
helps to drive our economy and provides
business and recreational opportunities to
our citizens that were unthinkable just a cen-
tury ago. Our reliance on air transit grows
each year, challenging the aviation commu-
nity and the Federal Aviation Administration
(FAA) to meet new safety and operational
demands.

Our air transportation system, already the
safest and most efficient in the world, contin-
ues to improve. In fact, efforts are underway
to craft reforms that enhance the efficiency
of the FAA so that America’s leadership in
air transportation, begun with the Wright
brothers’ historic flight on December 17,
1903, can continue well into the next century.

The Congress, by a joint resolution ap-
proved December 17, 1963 (77 Stat. 402; 36
U.S.C. 169), has designated December 17 of
each year as ‘‘Wright Brothers Day’’ and has
authorized and requested the President to
issue annually a proclamation inviting the
people of the United States to observe that
day with appropriate ceremonies and activi-
ties.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim December 17, 1995, as
Wright Brothers Day.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this thirteenth day of December,
in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred
and ninety-five, and of the Independence of
the United States of America the two hun-
dred and twentieth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., December 14, 1995]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on December 15.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting the Farmington River
Report

December 13, 1995

To the Congress of the United States:
I take pleasure in transmitting the en-

closed report for the Farmington River in the
States of Massachusetts and Connecticut.
The report and my recommendations are in
response to the provisions of the Wild and
Scenic Rivers Act, Public Law 90–542, as
amended. The Farmington River Study was
authorized by Public Law 99–590.

The study was conducted by the National
Park Service, with invaluable assistance from
a congressionally mandated study committee.
The National Park Service determined that
the 11-mile study segment in Massachusetts
and the 14-mile study segment in Connecti-
cut were eligible for designation based upon
their free-flowing character and recreational,
fish, wildlife and historic values.

The 14-mile Connecticut segment of the
river has already been designated as a Wild
and Scenic River pursuant to Public Law
103–313, August 26, 1994. The purpose of
this transmittal is to inform the Congress
that, although eligible for designation, I do
not recommend that the Massachusetts seg-
ment be designated at this time due to lack
of support by the towns adjoining it. If at
some future date the towns should change
their position and the river has retained its
present characteristics, the Congress could
reconsider the issue. Also, for 3 years from
the date of this transmittal, the Massachu-
setts segment will remain subject to section
7(b) of the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act. Sec-
tion 7(b) prohibits licensing of projects by
the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission
and Federal or federally assisted water re-
source development projects that would have
a direct and adverse effect on the values for
which the river might be designated. Finally,
the report includes the Upper Farmington
River Management Plan that is referenced
in Public Law 103–313 as the plan by which
the designated river will be managed.

The plan demonstrated a true partnership
effort of the type that we believe will be in-
creasingly necessary if we are to have afford-
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